
 Spartan Scope  

 

Hello, 

 

Thank you to all who have been able to volunteer for playground and lunch duty these past weeks.  Your time and 

effort is greatly appreciated.  Those who have volunteered in other ways and served our school and parish please 

know that your time and efforts are appreciated as well.  

I hold you all in daily thought and prayer.  SMA is a wonderful community to be a part of.  Know that each of you 

enriches it by your presence, hard work, and dedication.  I believe it shows in how our children are learning and 

growing and by how happy they are.   

 

In the  following pages you will find a very full schedule for the month of March. Please note that the registration 

process was approved by the school board at the February meeting.  The registration will be the following:   

¶ The òHold Your Spotó registration fee of $150.00 per family will be due on Wednesday, March 24, 2010. 

¶ The full registration for the 2010-2011 school year will be Monday, May 17, 2010.  This date will  include         

registration forms, fees and first monthõs tuition.  Forms will be sent home via email and with your                  

children the week of March 8, 2010. 

¶ SMA Kindergarten and Preschool registration is currently being taken. 

 

Thank you to all the parents, the faculty and staff, and the 8th grade for making the Mission  party a wonderful         

success.  Special Thanks to all the parents who baked a cake for the cake walk.  And special Thanks to Mrs. Crotty, 

Mrs. Stoeckel, Mrs. Floyd and Mrs. Sonza-Novera for alI the coordination and your work behind the scenes.  The day 

was enjoyed immensely by the students.   

  

Terrað Nova testing is March 2 through 12.  Grades 1 through 7 will be tested.  Please make sure that your children 

are in school to take the test, get enough sleep each night and eat  breakfast.  If you would like to know the test 

schedule please check with your childõs teacher. 

If your child has special needs, a 504 plan, IEP or an Individual Catholic Education Plan (ICEP) contact the teacher 

or Ms. Sullivan if you have not done so already.  We want to make sure that all our children are tested on what they 

know and not have undue restraints placed upon them for these yearly important test.    

 

We are excited to announce that the Brennan Ammertorp Angel Foundation has award St. Mary of the Annunciation 

A grant for $4500.00 to be used toward Reading and Literary Enhancement Programs and initiatives. 

 

I hold you all in prayer. 

Ms. Sullivan 
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March 2  Fr. Ron Baptismal/Birthday Party Assembly 

March 3  School Mass - 9:15 a.m.                              

March 10  School Mass - 9:15 a.m. 

March 17  School Mass - 9:15 a.m.  

March 23  Parish Lenten Communal Reconciliationñ7:30 p.m.                           

March 25  School Mass - 9:15 a.m. 

March 28  Palm Sunday 

April 1 & 2  Holy Thursday & Good Friday 

April 4   EASTERñHE HAS RISEN 

 

 

 

 

February 26  End of 2nd Trimester 

March 1  NO SchoolñFaculty Retreat & In-Service 

March 2-12  TERRA NOVA Testingñ1st through 7th Grade 

March 2  Fr. Ron Baptismal/Birthday Party Assembly 

March 3                         Chess Club  

March 3  School Mass - 9:15 a.m.  

March 4  Middle School Traffic Safety Assembly (Secretary of States Office) 10:00 a.m, 

March 4  Guitar Club Begins         

March 5  Report Cards Go Home                                                                                                               

March 6   Late Night Catechism and Silent Auction Fundraiser  

March 10  School Mass - 9:15 a.m. 

March 12  Pizza Day Lunch 

March 14  Daylight Savings TimeñClocks Spring Ahead 

March 15  School Board Meeting 6:30p.m. 

March 17  School Mass - 9:15 a.m.  

March 18  Band Concert 

March 18  SDR Awards (Junior High Students) 1:10 p.m. - Small Church 

March 20  1st Day of Springñ 

March 20  Market Day 

March 23  Parish Lenten Communal Reconciliationñ7:30 p.m. 

March 24  Living Rosary (Sorrowful Mysteries) - Small Church - 9:15 a.m. 

March 24  REGISTRATION  - SAVE YOUR SPOTñRegistration Fee Due 

March 24  SMA Faculty/Staff PADS Night 

March 25  School MassñFeast of the Annunciation 9:15 a.m. 

March 26  Living StationsñDiantha Hall 1:10 p.m. 

March 29ñApril 4 Spring Break 

April 5   Classes Resume 

 Upcoming Calendar Notes  

 Upcoming Faith Notes  

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Chess+clipart
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Chess+clipart
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Chess+clipart
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Chess+clipart
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REGISTRATION 

           2010-2011 

 

Wednesday, March 24, 2010 

  òHold Your Spotó registration fee of $150.00 per family    

 

     Monday, May 17, 2010   

   Registration for the 2010-2011 school year  

         Registration Forms 

   Books, Playground, Computer & Diocese Fees  

        First Months Tuition   

 

Registration forms will be sent home via email and your children the week of 

March 8, 2010. 

 

 

SMA Kindergarten Registration 

and  

Preschool registration is currently being taken. 
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Catholic Conference of Illinois  
SUPPORT HOUSE BILL 6096 AND SENATE BILL 3530 TO RESTORE TEXTBOOK 

LOAN FUNDING ACTION ALERT 

The following news alerts were taken directly from the Catholic Conference of Illinois website. 

 

To augment our on-going efforts, we have asked Representative Chapa LaVia (D-Aurora) and Senator Ira 

Silverstein (D-Chicago) to introduce legislation in the House and Senate to restore funding to the Textbook Loan Program                    

at Fiscal Year 2007 levels: the bills are House Bill 6096 and Senate Bill 3530.  Our goal is to sign up as many            

co-sponsors as possible.  Last week, we added 14 co-sponsors in the House and 8 in the Senate.  Now we need  

your help: please call your State Representative and ask him or her to sign on as a co-sponsor to House Bill               

6096 and call your State Senator and ask him or her to sign on as a co-sponsor to Senate Bill 3530.                                                    

The Textbook Loan Program has been in operation since 1975.  Its purpose is to provide secular textbooks,                                               
learning materials and instructional computer software to public and nonpublic school students grades K-12.  
Although most of the programôs funding goes to public schools, Catholic schools have long depended on 
this program and have used the benefit to continually update math, science, and reading textbooks, as well 
as to purchase new instructional software for technology labs.  Students cannot learn or succeed without 
effective and up-to-date learning materials, and this program has helped ensure those materials are present 
in ALL schools. 
 

To find the contact information for your State Representative and State Senator, go to www.ilga.gov and click on 

Legislator Lookup in the lower, right-hand portion of the page.  You can then look up your State Representative 

and State Senator by district #, your home or school address, or zip code.  You can also call our offices for assis-

tance at 312-368-1066 or 217-528-9200.                                                                                                                              

Thank you for your attention and assistance on this important matter.    

ACTION ALERT: WRITE THE GOVERNOR TO URGE TEXTBOOK LOAN FUNDING 

Our first action alert of the year has arrived!  The Governor is currently working on his budget recommendation 

for next fiscal year.  Our challenge is to convince him to include funding for the Textbook Loan Program in his 

budget proposal.  Accordingly, I am asking that you, your school's staff, your parents and your parishioners all 

take time to write the Governor with this important request.    

A sample letter is linked below, but if at all possible, I urge you to personalize your letter.                                                                                     

Talking specifically about what Textbook Loan has provided your school in the past will be especially helpful.  

The Governor  will be preparing his budget for the remainder of the month and perhaps into March, so there is 

plenty of time to get the word out, gather support and flood his office with letters.   Please do whatever you can 

to encourage broad participation.  A high level of sustained grassroots engagement is essential to achieving our 

goals.   
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ACTION ALERT: WRITE THE GOVERNOR  SAMPLE LETTER 

Date 2010 

 

Governor Pat Quinn 

Office of the Governor  

207 State House 

Springfield, IL 62706 

 

Dear Governor Quinn: 

 

I write today urging you to propose funding for the Illinois Textbook Loan Program in your Fiscal Year 
2011 budget.   

 

The Textbook Loan Program has been in operation since 1975.  Its purpose is to provide secular text-
books, learning materials and instructional computer software to public and nonpublic school students 
grades K-12.  Although most of the programõs funding goes to public schools, Catholic schools have 
long depended on this program and have used the benefit to continually update math, science, and                                
reading textbooks, as well as to purchase new instructional software for technology labs.  Students                        
cannot learn or succeed without effective and up-to-date learning materials, and this program has helped 
ensure those materials are present in ALL schools.     

 

According to the Illinois State Board of Educationõs (ISBE) published analysis, the Textbook Loan             
program impacts 2.1 million students and 164,000 educators.  In Fiscal Year 2009, the program provided 
849,214 instructional items to pupils in grades 7 through 12.  There are not many grant programs in 
ISBEõs budget that have had as far-reaching an impact for as long a time.   

 

Obviously, the stateõs fiscal condition is dire.  We understand funding cuts must be endured in these               
difficult times.  However, when a long-standing program with a proven track record faces elimination, 
Illinoisõ entire education system suffers.  It is also problematic when programs serving both public and 
nonpublic schools ð such as Textbook Loan ð are subject to disproportionate cuts in the stateõs                             
education budget.  ISBEõs strategic goals cite service to òall studentsó and òall schools.ó  Unfortunately, 
last yearõs budget cut the Textbook Loan completely and failed to reflect similar concern.  

 

We urge you to recommend that ISBEõs budget restore funding at the Fiscal Year 2007 level of $29.1 
million.  Such a recommendation recognizes the current fiscal condition of the state but also makes 
some attempt to meet the stateõs obligation to provide sound, up-to-date instructional materials to all chil-
dren.  Catholic schools provide great savings to the state: $1.5 billion annually.  We do not deserve to 
lose the limited state support given back.   

 

Thank you for your attention and support.  
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GUITAR CLUB UPDATE      

GUITAR CLUB STARTS THURSDAY, MARCH 4  

Little Star Guitar and SMA will be teaming up to start the SMA club at SMA.  Bring 
your guitar from home and join the fun.  Sessions are 8 weeks. Lessons are semi-
private, with a maximum of up to 8 students per class, divided according to student 
grade level.   A series of ongoing objectives will be taught, and students are encour-

aged to practice and perform in class as they progress.  

      

Student can still enroll.  The cost is $96 per 8-week session, collected at the start of each session. 
Students will need to bring a three-quarter sized student acoustic guitar to class. Instructors will bring 
music and stands.  Guitar club will meet in the Band room on Thursday afternoon from 2:45 to 3:45.    

Guitar Club start date is Thursday, March 4.  Be sure to bring your guitar.   
 

Little Star Guitar LLC instructors have complied with the Archdiocese of                                           

Chicagoôs requirement and comprehensive background screening.    

St. Mary of the Annunciation School Chess Club                         

Update  
The SMA Chess Club has gotten of to a rousing start.  We currently have 39                                              

students learning the game of chess.  We have heard that many of the parents                                             

are pitching in, learning and playing the game from and with your children.   

The 8th Grade Voice  
            

                             

 

The 8th grade has come up with an idea to encourage                

recycling in our school.  Each child will receive a ñgreen 

cardò.  The ñgreen cardò will be used to keep track of bags 

of recycled paper.  Every time a family deposits a paper 

grocery bag completely filled with recyclable paper into the recycling bin at the 

back of the SMA playground, the parent may cross off a number on the ñgreen 

cardò for each child in the family.  The parent signs the ñgreen cardò after all 10 

numbers have been crossed off.  The students then may present the card to the 

school store to receive a free item from the prize box.        
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IMPORTANT NEWS COMING SOON! 
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With winter weather upon us keep the school phone tree                

accessible. School closing information can also be obtained from the following 

sources:  Emergency Closing Center web site at http://www.emergencyclosing.com.   

Or you may also call 847-238-1234.  Emergency Closing Information can be heard on 

the following AM radio stations:  WGN 720 and WBBM 780. 

REMINDER é REMINDERé REMINDER 

The winter weather is doing what it is suppose to be doing.  Itôs cold out there. Please put 
your childôs name on all clothing items that come to school (sweaters, sweatshirts, 
jackets, lunch boxes, etc.)  Dress them warm whether they ride to school in a car or on 
the bus.  We will play outside whenever weather and temperatures are safe.  Boots, hats, winter coats, 
mittens, gloves and scarves should be worn by all the children.   Come and check out the lost and found 
for missing clothing.   

Save Those Campbell's Labels  

 

 Save Those Computer Cartridges 

 Save Those Cereal  Box Tops

Art Supplies   Computers and Electronics   Health and Nutrition   

Math and Science   Library and References   School Accessories     

Musical Instruments    Video and DVDs   PE Equipment   Software  

Sports Equipment  Teacher and Classroom Resources     

Please turn labels, computer cartridges or box tops into the SMA 

Office. 

St. Maryõs Helps Those in Need 
Thanks to all who supported the Pennies for Patients  

Program and the Mardi Gras Party.    

The grand total raised for the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society 

was $847.38.  Our Mardi Gras party was great gun and raised 

$1027.41.  

SMA school and the St. Maryõs Religious Education Program 

teamed up to combine our efforts and all proceeds will go to 

The Spirit of Truth School in Haiti.    

http://www.emergencyclosings.com/
catalog.cfm?cfid=726144&cftoken=27519886&catRef=1&browse=Y
catalog.cfm?cfid=726144&cftoken=27519886&catRef=26&browse=Y
catalog.cfm?cfid=726144&cftoken=27519886&catRef=22&browse=Y
catalog.cfm?cfid=726144&cftoken=27519886&catRef=11&browse=Y
catalog.cfm?cfid=726144&cftoken=27519886&catRef=10&browse=Y
catalog.cfm?cfid=726144&cftoken=27519886&catRef=16&browse=Y
catalog.cfm?cfid=726144&cftoken=27519886&catRef=12&browse=Y
catalog.cfm?cfid=726144&cftoken=27519886&catRef=15&browse=Y
catalog.cfm?cfid=726144&cftoken=27519886&catRef=13&browse=Y
catalog.cfm?cfid=726144&cftoken=27519886&catRef=21&browse=Y
catalog.cfm?cfid=726144&cftoken=27519886&catRef=23&browse=Y
catalog.cfm?cfid=726144&cftoken=27519886&catRef=24&browse=Y


Pictured:  Center- Chairman of the Brennan Ammentorp Angel Foundation, Mrs. Mary 

Ammentorp, Ms. Sullivan, Principal and Mr. Lesinski, Assistant Principal 

 

 

 

We are excited to announce that the Brennan Ammertorp Angel Foundation 

has awarded St. Mary of the Annunciation School a grant in the amount of 

$4500.00.  It will be used toward Reading and Literary Enhancement           

programs and initiatives.   
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NIU Outreach summer Reading Skills Programs 
As in years past, a flyer will be going home with all students describing the 

Northern Illinois University summer reading outreach program.  The classes 

will be offered in Lake Forest and Wilmette.  For more information see the 

flyer or go to www.niureadingprograms.org 


